


The Westminster Confession of Faith (1647) –
Chapter 2: Of God and Of the Holy Trinity

I. There is but one only, living, and true God, 

who is infinite in being and perfection, a 

most pure spirit, invisible, without body, 

parts, or passions; immutable, immense, 

eternal, incomprehensible, almighty, most 

wise, most holy, most free, most absolute; 

working all things according to the counsel 

of His own immutable and most righteous 

will, for His own glory;…



The Westminster Confession of Faith (1647) –
Chapter 2: Of God and Of the Holy Trinity

…most loving, gracious, merciful, long-

suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, 

forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; 

the rewarder of them that diligently seek 

Him; and withal, most just, and terrible in 

His judgments, hating all sin, and who will 

by no means clear the guilty.



The Westminster Confession of Faith (1647) –
Chapter 2: Of God and Of the Holy Trinity

II. God has all life, glory, goodness, 

blessedness, in and of Himself; and is alone 

in and unto Himself all-sufficient, not 

standing in need of any creatures which He 

has made, nor deriving any glory from them, 

but only manifesting His own glory in, by, 

unto, and upon them. He is the alone 

fountain of all being, of whom, through 

whom, and to whom are all things;…



The Westminster Confession of Faith (1647) –
Chapter 2: Of God and Of the Holy Trinity

…and has most sovereign dominion over 

them, to do by them, for them, or upon them 

whatsoever Himself pleases. In His sight all 

things are open and manifest, His 

knowledge is infinite, infallible, and 

independent upon the creature, so as 

nothing is to Him contingent, or uncertain. 

He is most holy in all His counsels, in all His 

works, and in all His commands….



The Westminster Confession of Faith (1647) –
Chapter 2: Of God and Of the Holy Trinity

…To Him is due from angels and men, and 

every other creature, whatsoever worship, 

service, or obedience He is pleased to 

require of them.



The Westminster Confession of Faith (1647) –
Chapter 21: Of Religious Worship

I. The light of nature shows that there is a 

God, who has lordship and sovereignty over 

all, is good, and does good unto all, and is 

therefore to be feared, loved, praised, called 

upon, trusted in, and served, with all the 

heart, and with all the soul, and with all the 

might. But the acceptable way of 

worshipping the true God is instituted by 

Himself,…



The Westminster Confession of Faith (1647) –
Chapter 21: Of Religious Worship

…and so limited by His own revealed will, 

that He may not be worshipped according to 

the imaginations and devices of men, or the 

suggestions of Satan, under any visible 

representation, or any other way not 

prescribed in the holy Scripture.



The Westminster Confession of Faith (1647) –
Chapter 21: Of Religious Worship

II. Religious worship is to be given to God, 

the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; and to Him 

alone; not to angels, saints, or any other 

creature: and, since the fall, not without a 

Mediator; nor in the mediation of any other 

but of Christ alone.



The Cambridge Declaration (1996)

Wherever in the church biblical authority 

has been lost, Christ has been displaced, 

the gospel has been distorted, or faith has 

been perverted, it has always been for one 

reason: our interests have displaced God's 

and we are doing his work in our way. The 

loss of God's centrality in the life of today's 

church is common and lamentable. It is this 

loss that allows us to transform worship into 

entertainment,…



The Cambridge Declaration (1996)

…gospel preaching into marketing, believing 

into technique, being good into feeling good 

about ourselves, and faithfulness into being 

successful. As a result, God, Christ and the 

Bible have come to mean too little to us and 

rest too inconsequentially upon us.

…



The Cambridge Declaration (1996)

God does not exist to satisfy human 

ambitions, cravings, the appetite for 

consumption, or our own private spiritual 

interests. We must focus on God in our 

worship, rather than the satisfaction of our 

personal needs. God is sovereign in 

worship; we are not. Our concern must be 

for God's kingdom, not our own empires, 

popularity or success.

…



The Cambridge Declaration (1996)

We reaffirm that because salvation is of God 

and has been accomplished by God, it is for 

God's glory and that we must glorify him 

always. We must live our entire lives before the 

face of God, under the authority of God and for 

his glory alone. We deny that we can properly 

glorify God if our worship is confused with 

entertainment, if we neglect either Law or 

Gospel in our preaching, or if self-

improvement, self-esteem or self- fulfillment 

are allowed to become alternatives to the 

gospel.



Soli Deo Gloria
The Central Affirmations & Presuppositions

1. The universe and everything in it was 

created for the glory of the eternal God.

2. The purpose of human existence and the 

end for which we should strive is the 

glory of God.

3. God is glorified when we order our lives, 

values, and worship according to His 

revealed will.




